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Box No. II 
Box No. Ill 
Box No. IV 
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FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international prcliminatv examination is made, this opinion wiU be considered to be a written opinion of the 
International Preliminary Examining Authority ("IPEA") except that this does not ^ply where the appUcant chooses an Authority oth» 
than this one to be the IH; A and the chosen IPEA has notified the International Bureau und« Rule 66.1Wi(b) that written opinions of 
this International Searching .Authority will not be so considered. 
If this opinion is. as povidcd above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA, the applicant is invited to submit to the IPEA a 
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Basis of this opinion 



1. With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the irtemational a^jlication in the language in which it was 
filed, uiiless otherwise indicated under this item. 

I I TWs opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following language 

, which is the language of a translation furtushed for the purposes of intornational search (undra 

Rule 12.3 and 23. 1(b)). 

2. With regard to any nudeolide and/or amino add sequence disclosed in the international aj^Iication and necessary to the claimed 
invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. lype of xmlexiai 

I I a sequence listing 

I I table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material 

I [ in written format 

I I in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing 

I I contained in the international application as filed. 

I I filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
I I furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. I I In addition, in the case that more than one v«sion or copy of a sequence listing and/or table(s) rdating thereto has been filed or 

furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to Uiat in the application as 
filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appiopriale, were furnished. 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bls.l(aXi) with r^ard to novelty, Inventive step or Industrial applicability; 



dtatlons and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (K) claims 1-8 YES 

Claims , 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 1-8 ^nS 

Claims NO 

Industrial applicabUity (lA) ^^j^ 1-8 YES 

Claims 



2. Citations and explanations: 

1. Reference is made to the following document: 
Dl: CA 2 364 216 Al . 



2. Document Dl discloses an apparatus 100 for the 
buffer-storage of objects, having two parallel 
conveyors 3, 5 which can be driven in opposite 
directions, and having a transfer arrangement 17, 4 
which can be displaced along the conveyors by means 
of an at least one linear guide 25, 26 and is 
intended for transferring the objects between the 
conveyors (the at least one linear guide 25, 2 6 
being arranged at a distance beneath a conveyor) . 

The subject matter of claim 1 differs from the 
apparatus of Dl in that the at least one linear 
guide is arranged at a distance above a conveyor. 
This feature allows the linear guide to be protected 
against the action of fragments, liquids, etc. 

This feature is not known from the available prior 

art or suggested by it. 
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Box No. V Reasoned ^atement under Rule 43bis.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applleabllily; 

citations and explanations supportinB such statement 

The current claim 1 is thus novel and inventive and 
thus meets the requirements of PCT Article 33(2) and 
(3) . 

2.1 Claims 2-8 are dependent on claim 1 and thus 

likewise meet the PCT requirements for novelty and 
inventive step. 



Form PCT/ISA/237 (Box No. V) (January 2004) 



